
 
 

 

26 October 2021 

Dear Parish Priest, 

 

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Abu Dhabi. 

 

We have already started the synodal process in the vicariate and I am sure it is also 

in full swing in the parishes.  

1. As per the requirement of the synodal process, each parish should appoint a 

contact person/coordinator whose contact details are to be provided to the 

vicariate coordinator by 31 October 2021. The parish can also appoint a 

coordinating team for the synodal process to assist the coordinator.  

2. To achieve a wide range of consultations, it is advisable that each language 

group and pious associations could be encouraged to have consultations 

within themselves provided the leaders of these groups are given training on 

the synodal process.    

3. All synodal discussions should be held in a prayerful atmosphere therefore, 

every meeting should start with a prayer and reading the holy word of God 

and a short time for silent reflection. The moderator of each meeting is free to 

creatively conduct prayer and silent meditation.  

4. The discussions should be based on life experience and not ideological or 

theological discourse.  

5. To simplify the process of synthesis, it is recommended to maintain the order 

of the vicariate questionnaire in the report. The questionnaire for discussion is 

sent already in the previous communications.  

6. The final parish report should not exceed 10 pages or 4500 words.  

7. The final report of the parish should reach the Bishop’s House by 15 January 

2022.  

8. The reports should be sent to the vicariate committee in MS-word format on 

synod@avosa.org and a hard copy of the same report, duly signed by both the 

parish coordinator for the synod and the parish priest along with the seal of 

the parish should be submitted to the Bishop’s House. 

9. The faithful who intend to make their contributions privately can do so by 

sending an email to the parish priest or the priest appointed for the synod. 
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Kindly inform the faithful that they can also send their inputs to 

synod@avosa.org  

10. All the findings and recordings of the consultations should be filed and 

preserved in the parish archives at least till the end of this synod (October 

2023) and if the need arises, they may be referred by the vicariate coordinator. 

11. The general secretariat for the synod encourages all kinds of responses like 

art, paintings, poems, action plays etc. Therefore, the faithful can be 

encouraged to use their talents to communicate their ideas on the synod and 

synodal theme.  

12. It is better to recite the synodal prayer with the faithful after every mass in the 

parish, at least till the end of the vicariate synodal process. Encourage the 

faithful to recite this prayer at their family prayers. 

13. The parishes who print the yearly calendars or dairies are requested to use the 

synod logo in the calendars and other printed articles.  

14. The Synod banner may be displayed at the entrance of the church to remind 

people of the synodal process.  

 

There is very little time for the parish consultation, let us try to do whatever we can 

and make this synodal process a meaningful one. Let us listen to one another and all 

of us listen to the Holy Spirit to better witness our Communion in Christ and 

Participate in his Mission on Earth. 

 

Thank you for all your support in the synodal process. 

 

Fraternally, 

 
Fr Darick Paul Dsouza OFM Cap. 

Coordinator for the Vicariate Synodal Process  
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